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EIP WATER CONFERENCE REPORT 2013

The first conference of the European Innovation
Partnership on Water themed “Networking & In-
teracting - Innovating Water” was held in the EU
Parliament in Brussels on 21 November 2013.
It brought together over 370 EIP Water stake-
holders, took stock of where innovation stands in
Europe and helped shape the future of EIP Water
with the aim of further increasing the opportu-
nities for collaborating on water innovation in
Europe and beyond.

A conference designed to foster
innovation and create market
opportunities

This first annual conference set out:

1. To build awareness, particularly in Europe,
of the necessity and potential of innovation
within the water sector and EIP Water.

2. To facilitate the creation of market oppor-
tunities by establishing new links, networks
and partnerships between water innovation
supply and demand.

3. To take stock of progress made so far in
EIP Water.

4. To receive detailed feedback and input on
a draft EIP Water activity agenda for 2014.

It showcased innovations from both within and
outside the water sector through keynote ad-
dresses, panel discussions and moderated ple-
nary sessions. Nine EIP Water Action Groups,
established in May 2013, presented their nas-
cent work; applicants for Action Group status
pitched their innovation ideas in the “EIP Water’s
Got Talent” contest; interactive sessions shared
and debated ideas; and the next steps of the EIP
Water were presented and discussed. The con-
ference established new links and partnerships
and facilitated networking between participants
from both the supply and demand sides of water
innovation.

All presentations of the conference have been
uploaded on the EIP Water slideshare account on
www.slideshare.net/eip-water

Working together, we will all be better prepared to
Jace the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities.
The EIP Water is an excellent instrument to support this,
bringing together all relevant professionals, initiatives and
organizations around shared interests.

Janez Potocnik, European Commissioner for the Environment
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A broad range of participants valued the day,
and would like more networking

Out of the 370 conference participants, about
half handed in the evaluation sheet (167). The
evaluation showed that the conference attracted
a broad range of stakeholders from the private
and public sector and academia, and that inter-
related industries in the food-water-energy nex-
us were represented.
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The EIP Water provides

development of novel technology . strong overarching framework

solutions are increasingly .
. Jor collaboration towards water
important for the global water : .
, innovation development.
sector going forward.
The EIP Water is very well
Dplaced to both stimulate and
support this across Europe.

Fiona Griffith, Isle Utilities

Dr. Tomas Michel, CETaqua
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share of participants

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%
Knowledge provider (Universities, Technology Institutions) 5 15 14
Pre-Financier (Governmental/Regional Funding Authorities, R&D Investment 3 11
Funds, Seed Capital/Business Angels)
Innovation Supporter (Innov Councils, Incubators) 2 3 2
Demo supporter (Testing Facilities, Expert Group Agencies) 2 21
Technology Company (Treatment Service, Equipment/System Manufacturers/ 5 3 5
Suppliers, Infrastructure Service, Engineering, Intermediate-Other Services/Suppliers)
General Financier (Venture Capitalists, Investment- and Commercial Banks, 2 large
Export Guarantors, Insurance Companies)
Legal Supporter (Patents/Legal Services Companies) 2 medium
Awareness Raiser (NGOs, Social/Public/Environmental Organizations) 3 3 3 small
Promoter (Water Sector Associations, User Lobby Groups) 3 3 1
Water Service provider & user (Water Distribution Companies, Treatment 3 1 3
Plants, Large Industry Consumers)
Water Management Authority and Regulator (Water Management 4 2 3

Authories, National/regional Ministries, EC)

“Knowledge providers” and “Technology companies” were the main
present stakeholders, but all expected stakeholders were present,

with a good distribution between “large”, “medium” and “small”
entities.
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In our province, we have established

Talk to the right
person — try to find out who
has the real pain.

a water alliance; ... we want to speed up
the innovation cycle, including labs for
SMEjs and demo-sites ready for using.




EIP WATER CONFERENCE REPORT 2013

We are trying to show that
the bottom-up approach is not only
possible, but also favorable for all

sectors involved in the world of

water.

Richard Elelman, Fundacié CTM Centre
Tecnologic/NETWERC H20

The key word of the European Innovation
Partnership on Water is the word Partnership.
Only if we embrace the notion of working together
we will be able to drive innovation, tackle the
challenges and seize the opportunities before us.

Marianne Wenning, Director ‘Quality of Life, Water & Air’
in DG Environment, European Commission
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Overall, the conference was rated well, Among the 85 written comments, 12 asked
with best being valued “organization” and explicitly for more focus on networking
“‘moderation” (1.9), and worst “quality of opportunities, matchmaking and action
presentations” (2.6). groups.

The networking opportunities received an
average mark of 2.2 on a scale from 1 -
excellent to 5 - terrible.
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During the conference, a number of questions were put to the audience. The results are shown below.

By 2030 the European water sector will be
regarded as the global leader in the provision of
safe, clean and affordable water services?

Does the European Science and Industry have a
substantial (economic) role to play in the water Yes

sector outside Europe? (Yes/No)
No

Do you believe the water sector will change from Abstain
the inside out (Yes) or from developments from
outside the sector (No), or don’t know (abstain)

Where do you believe the focus should be in
Europe? Yes: disruptive, No: incremental innova-
tion, Abstain: both are needed equally

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

In summary, the attendance, content and results of the conference proved
successful and the level of interest and engagement in EIP Water has
grown. The work within EIP Water does not stop there. The conference has
been a catalyst for activity within the working groups, with traffic on the EIP
Water Online Marketplace increasing significantly.

The second EIP Water annual conference is provisionally scheduled for
5 November 2014 - so please mark your calendar.

Horizon 2020 holds a lot
of potential and opportunities for
promoting and boosting innovation
in Europe.

Kurt Vandenberghe, DG for Research and
Innovation, European Commission
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Our team focuses on governance,
on the “how?” question: how are we
going to implement innovation, how can
we learn from each other, and thirdly
how can we incorporate new instruments
[or water-innovation governance.

Frank van Lamoen, Provincie Noord-Brabant

By using the EIP Water
Marketplace, we can create a
stronger group that has better
Jfunding and market options.
Dr. Guillermo Zaragoza, CIEMAT

Relation-building is key to
China: you get to learn about the
knowledge, competences and technologies
of partners and can build confidence
with each other.

Henrik Dissing, China Europe Water Platform
/ Danish Ministry for Environment

EIP Water helped us to focus on
one specific area; and secondly invited us
to expand with non-EU members — so
we have a more international market
and knowledge.

Albert Jansen, TNO
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